Forum Abstract: Using the Digital Archaeological Record (tDAR) for
Management and Research

Increasingly archaeological information about archaeological resources exists in digital formats.
Digital data present both opportunities and challenges. If effectively archived, digital data are
more easily accessed, searched, and shared than paper records, yet digital data are more fragile

and frequently treated as paper documents, making them completely inaccessible and easily
destroyed or forgotten. There are efforts underway to improve such situations. Presenters will
provide summaries of archival projects, examples of digital data comparative analyses, the state
of digital data access and preservation, copyright and intellectual property issues, and general
guidelines about digital data access and preservation.
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